
January 26, 2025 

Welcome 

Silent Meditation 

 

Call to Worship: Psalm 106:1-2  

Praise the LORD. Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love endures forever.  Who can proclaim the 

mighty acts of the LORD or fully declare his praise? 

  

Hymn: Jesus! What a Friend for Sinners!        #498 

Invocation 

 

The Law of Christ:          Matt. 5:46-48 

Pastor:  Our blessed Lord Jesus summarized the moral law of God by saying:  

Congregation:  If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors 

doing that?   And if you greet only your brothers, what are you doing more than others? Do not even 

pagans do that?  Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 

 

Pastor: Beloved we have not done this as we ought; therefore, let us confess our sin: 

 

Corporate Confession of sin:  

Gracious Lord for all the blessings I have received, for the forgiveness of sins, for the abundance of goods 

I possess, I ought to be profoundly grateful and offer thanks to you at all times – But I do not.  Rather I 

tend to grumble and complain.  I covet and envy what others have.  Clear away my understanding so that 

I can see with clear eyes the degree of your grace to me.  Pardon my ingratitude.  Make me a patient, 

loving, and thankful person – thankful especially for the blood of Jesus which cleanses me from all sin.    

Lord be merciful to me, a sinner, and forgive me for Jesus’ sake.  Amen 

 

Personal (silent) 

 

Assurance of Pardon: Ps 103:2-4 

Praise the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits--who forgives all your sins and heals all your dis-

eases, who redeems your life from the pit and crowns you with love and compassion, 

Congregation: We give praise to God for the abundance of His blessings. For His forgiveness of all 

our sins. 

Pastor: What has He done with your sins? 

Congregation: He has trampled them underfoot at the cross of Christ (Micah 7:19). 

All: Praise and glory be to God our Father, Christ our Redeemer, and the Holy Spirt our Healer. 

 

Pastor: Titus 2:13-14 

The Savior Jesus Christ gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people 

for his own possession who are zealous for good works. 

Congregation: Lord Jesus Christ, thank you for coming into this world to redeem us from sin and 

lawlessness; purify us more and more and increase our zeal to walk in Your law and do good 

works by the power of your Holy Spirit and faith in You. Amen. 

 

Response:    

Minister: It is good to praise the LORD and make music to your name, O Most High, to proclaim your love in 

the morning and your faithfulness at night. ( Ps 92:1 ) 

Congregation: For you make me glad by your deeds, O LORD; I sing for joy at the works of your 

hands.  How great are your works, O LORD, how profound your thoughts! (Ps 92:4-5) 

 

Hymn: To God Be the Glory          #55 



 

Confession of Faith: Shorter Catechism in Modern English 

 

Q. 88. What are the outward and ordinary means by which Christ gives to us the benefits of redemption? 

The outward and ordinary means by which Christ gives to us the benefits of redemption are his 

ordinances, especially the word, sacraments, and prayer, and all these are made effective in the salvation 

of the elect.[a] 

 

Q. 89. How is the Word of God made effective to salvation? 

The Spirit of God makes the reading, but especially the preaching of the Word, an effective means of 

convincing and converting sinners, and building them up in holiness and comfort, through faith, to 

salvation.[a] 

  

Q. 90. How is the Word to be read and heard, that it may become effective to salvation? 

We must attend to the Word with diligence, preparation and prayer,[a] receive it with faith and love, lay it 

up in our hearts, and practice it in our lives,[b] so that it may become effective to salvation. 

 

Song: All That I Need   

 

All that is good; all that is right; 

All that is truth, justice and light; 

All that is pure, holy indeed, 

All that is You, is all that I need. 

 

Pastoral Prayer 

 

Gospel: Acts 15:1-18         

 

Psalter: Ps 18 Lord, I Love You My Shield My Tower      #620  

 

Epistle: 2 Tim 1:1-7 

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God according to the promise of the life that is in Christ Jesus, 

To Timothy, my beloved child: Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our 

Lord. 

I thank God whom I serve, as did my ancestors, with a clear conscience, as I remember you constantly in my 

prayers night and day. 

As I remember your tears, I long to see you, that I may be filled with joy. 

I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice 

and now, I am sure, dwells in you as well. 

 6 For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying 

on of my hands, for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control. 

 

Sermon:  Greetings in Christ   Romans 16:1-16 

 [Licentiate, RE Matt Seufert] 

  

Lord’s Supper 

Bread: What Wondrous Love Is This        #261 

Cup: He Will Hold Me  

 

When I fear my faith will fail, Christ will hold me fast; 

When the tempter would prevail, He will hold me fast. 

I could never keep my hold through life's fearful path; 

For my love is often cold; He must hold me fast. 



   He will hold me fast, He will hold me fast; 

   For my Savior loves me so, He will hold me fast. 

 

Those He saves are His delight, Christ will hold me fast; 

Precious in his holy sight, He will hold me fast. 

He'll not let my soul be lost; His promises shall last; 

Bought by Him at such a cost, He will hold me fast. 

   He will hold me fast, He will hold me fast; 

   For my Savior loves me so, He will hold me fast. 

 

For my life He bled and died, Christ will hold me fast; 

Justice has been satisfied; He will hold me fast. 

Raised with Him to endless life, He will hold me fast 

'Till our faith is turned to sight, When He comes at last! 

   He will hold me fast, He will hold me fast; 

   For my Savior loves me so, He will hold me fast. 

 

 

Offering:  

Doxology: 

 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise him all creatures here below. 

Praise him above ye heavenly host. 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

Prayer 

 

Closing Song:  May the Grace of Christ Our Savior 

 

May the grace of Christ our Savior  

And the Father’s boundless love, 

With the Holy Spirit’s favor, 

Rest upon us from above. 

 

Thus may we abide in union 

With each other and the Lord, 

And possess, in sweet communion, 

Joys, which earth cannot afford. 

   

Benediction  
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