
 

November 19, 2023 

Welcome 

Silent Meditation 

 

Call to Worship: Ps 65:11-66:2 

You crown the year with your bounty; your wagon tracks overflow with abundance. The pastures of the 

wilderness overflow, the hills gird themselves with joy, the meadows clothe themselves with flocks, the 

valleys deck themselves with grain, they shout and sing together for joy. Shout for joy to God, all the 

earth; sing the glory of his name; give to him glorious praise! 

 

Hymn: Come Ye Thankful People Come        #715 

Invocation 

 
The Law of Christ:        James 1:19-22 

Pastor: The Apostle James summarized the moral law of God by saying,  

Congregation:  My dear brothers, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and 

slow to become angry, for man's anger does not bring about the righteous life that God desires.  Therefore, 

get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly accept the word planted in you, 

which can save you.  Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.   

       

Pastor: Beloved we have not done this as we ought; therefore, let us confess our sin: 

 

Corporate Confession of sin:  

Gracious God and heavenly Father we have not loved you with our whole heart.  We have not 

loved you with all of our soul nor have we loved you with all of our mind. We know this is the 

greatest commandment and in not keeping it we recognize and confess that we are great sinners.  

We have loved ourselves before our neighbor and you.  Our agenda, our demands, our comfort 

and pleasures are so often  more important to us than your will and your glory. 

Though we are redeemed by the precious blood of Christ, we still bear the scars of Adam in our 

everyday lives.  Help us!  Grant us your mercy. 

Help us to see the Gospel more clearly and the Christ of that Gospel most clearly.  May the love, 

mercy and truth of our blessed Savior transform us from the inside out.  Make our lives a light 

before the fallen world, through Jesus our only Savior, Amen 
 

Personal (silent) 

 

Assurance of Pardon: Hebrews 10:12, 14 When Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for 

sins, he sat down at the right hand of God. For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those 

who are being sanctified. 

 Congregation: We give praise to God who has made us perfect before Him. 
Pastor: How has He made you perfect? 

 Congregation: By Christ’s single sacrifice for all my sins. 

All: Praise and glory be to God our Father, Christ our High Priest, and the Holy Spirit our 

Witness. 
Pastor: 1 Cor 6:19-20 

 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from 

God? You are not your own, 20 for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body. 



Congregation: Holy Lord God, hear our words of thanks for sending us your Spirit, and 

that he now resides in us. Help us to follow him in all our thoughts, words, and actions, so 

that we would live to your glory. May He cause the love of Christ to shine forth from us. 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

Response:    

Minister: It is good to praise the LORD and make music to your name, O Most High, to proclaim your 

love in the morning and your faithfulness at night. ( Ps 92:1 ) 

Congregation: For you make me glad by your deeds, O LORD; I sing for joy at the works 

of your hands.  How great are your works, O LORD, how profound your thoughts! (Ps 

92:4-5) 

Hymn: We Plow the Fields and Scatter      #714 

 

Confession of Faith:       Shorter Catechism in Modern English 

Q. 22. How did Christ, the Son of God, become man? 

Christ, the Son of God, became man by taking to himself a body and a soul[a] like ours, being 

conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit in the womb of the virgin Mary, and born of her,[b] yet 

without sin.[c] 

 

Q. 23. What offices does Christ fill as our Redeemer? 

Christ as our Redeemer fills the offices of a prophet,[a] of a priest,[b] and of a king,[c] in his states 

both of humiliation and exaltation. 

 

Song: Everlasting   

 

Oh God our Redeemer 

Our Savior our friend 

Creator of the universe 

Your goodness knows no end 

And our voices join  

With the thousands who  

Know mercy because of the Cross 

All sinners washed  

In Your precious blood 

Forever we will sing 

 

From everlasting to everlasting 

Praise be to You 

From everlasting to everlasting 

Praise be to You 

Oh God 

 

Oh God our Deliverer 

And Lord of all grace 

How can I stand in silence 

When the heavens sing Your praise 

And our voices join  

With the thousands who 



Know mercy because of the Cross 

All sinners washed  

In Your precious blood 

Forever we will sing 

 
Pastoral Prayer 

 

Gospel: Luke 23:1-24         

 

Psalter:  Blest the Man That Fears Jehovah      #717 

 

Epistle: Eph 2:11-22 

Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called "the uncircumcision" by what is 

called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands-- 

remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the 

commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, 

having no hope and without God in the world. 

But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of 

Christ. 

For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing 

wall of hostility by abolishing the law of commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might create 

in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, and might reconcile us both to God in 

one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility. 

And he came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were 

near. 

For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. 

So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints 

and members of the household of God, 

built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, in 

whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 

In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit. 
 

Sermon:   Give Thanks to the Lord        Ps 118 

 

Lord’s Supper 

Bread: One There Is above All Others  (Tune All Saints New, #172)  #186 

Cup: Depth of Mercy  

 

Depth of Mercy! Can there be 

Mercy reaching even me? 

God, the just, his wrath forbears, 

Me, the chief of sinners spares. 

So many times my heart has strayed 

From his kind and perfect ways, 

Making clear my desp’rate need 

For his blood poured out for me. 

 

Give me grace, Lord, let me own 

All the wrongs that I have done. 



Let me just my sins deplore, 

Look to you and sin no more. 

There, for me, the Savior stands 

Holding forth his wounded hands, 

Scars which ever cry for me 

Once condemned but now set free 

 

Offering:  

Doxology: 

 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise him all creatures here below. 

Praise him above ye heavenly host. 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

Prayer 

 

Closing Song:  May the Grace of Christ Our Savior 

 

May the grace of Christ our Savior  

And the Father’s boundless love, 

With the Holy Spirit’s favor, 

Rest upon us from above. 

 

Thus may we abide in union 

With each other and the Lord, 

And possess, in sweet communion, 

Joys, which earth cannot afford. 

   

Benediction  
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