
June 25, 2023 

Welcome 

Silent Meditation 

 

Call to Worship: Psalm 33:1-4 

Sing joyfully to the LORD, you righteous; it is fitting for the upright to praise him.   Praise the LORD 

with the harp; make music to him on the ten-stringed lyre.  Sing to him a new song; play skillfully, and 

shout for joy.  For the word of the LORD is right and true; he is faithful in all he does. 

  

Hymn: Join All the Glorious Names        #301 

Invocation 

 

The Law of Christ:           Eph 4:25-32 

Pastor:   The Apostle Paul summarized the moral law of God by saying,  

Congregation:  Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to his neighbor, 

for we are all members of one body.  "In your anger do not sin": Do not let the sun go down while 

you are still angry, and do not give the devil a foothold.  He who has been stealing must steal no 

longer, but must work, doing something useful with his own hands, that he may have something 

to share with those in need.  Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only 

what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who 

listen.  And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of 

redemption. Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every 

form of malice. Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ 

God forgave you. 

 

Pastor: Beloved we have not done this as we ought; therefore, let us confess our sin: 

 

Corporate Confession of sin: Adapted from John Knox's Liturgy of 1560: 

Almighty God, we are unworthy to come into your presence, because of our many sins. We do not 

deserve any grace or mercy from you, if you dealt with us as we deserve. We have sinned against 

you, O Lord, and we have offended you. And yet, O Lord, as we acknowledge our sins and 

offenses, so also do we acknowledge you to be a merciful God, a loving and favorable Father, to 

all who turn to you. And so we humbly ask you, for the sake of Christ your son, to show mercy to 

us, and forgive us all our offenses. By your Spirit, O God, take possession of our hearts, so that, 

not only the actions of our life, but also the words of our mouths, and the smallest thought of our 

minds, may be guided and governed by you. Through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you 

and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Personal (silent) 

 

Assurance of Pardon: Col 1:13-14 

For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he 

loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

Congregation:  We give praise to God for although he was angry with us his anger has 

been turned away and by faith in Christ our sins are forgiven. 

Pastor:  How far has he separated your sins from you? 

Congregation: As far as the East is from the West, and he has replaced them with the 

righteousness of Christ 

All:  Praise and glory be to God our Father and to his Son Jesus our only Savior! 



 

Response:    

Minister: It is good to praise the LORD and make music to your name, O Most High, to proclaim your 

love in the morning and your faithfulness at night. ( Ps 92:1 ) 

Congregation: For you make me glad by your deeds, O LORD; I sing for joy at the works 

of your hands.  How great are your works, O LORD, how profound your thoughts! (Ps 

92:4-5) 

Pastor: 1 John 2:1, 29; 5:12   

If anyone sins, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. If you know that He is 

righteous, you may be sure that everyone who practices righteousness has been born of Him. The one 

who has the Son has life. 

Congregation: Lord Jesus Christ, you are our life, and in You we live. Thank you for 

causing us to be born again by your Holy Spirit so that we might live in Your love. Help us 

see and overcome the destruction we work to our bodies, our minds, and our hearts; 

strengthen us to pursue the good and thankful use of this world, rather than to abuse it; 

and animate us to pursue earnestly Your upbuilding and life-giving love and peace for 

those around us.  
 

Hymn: Stand Up O God Be Present Now       #71 

  (Tune Melita #322 , sing 2x per verse.) 

 

Confession of Faith: Shorter Catechism in Modern English 

Q. 1. What is the chief purpose for which man is made? 

The chief purpose for which man is made is to glorify God, and to enjoy him for ever. 

Q. 2. What rule has God given to direct us how to glorify and enjoy him? 

The Word of God, which consists of the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, is the 

only    rule to direct us how to glorify and enjoy him. 

Q. 3. What do the Scriptures principally teach? 

The Scriptures principally teach what man is to believe concerning God, and what duty 

God requires of man. 

 

Song: Be Exalted, O God   

 

I will give thanks to You, 

O Lord, among the people. 

I will sing praises to You among the nations. 

For Your steadfast love is great, 

Is great to the heavens; 

And Your faithfulness, Your faithfulness to the clouds. 

 

Be exalted, O God, above the heavens; 

Let Your glory be over all the earth. 

Be exalted, O God, above the heavens; 

Let Your glory be over all the earth. 

 

 

 



Pastoral Prayer 

 

Gospel: Luke 12:22-40         

 

Psalter:  Ps 96 Sing to the Lord, Sing His Praise      #62 

 

Epistle: 2 Cor 11:1-11 

I wish you would bear with me in a little foolishness. Do bear with me! 

For I feel a divine jealousy for you, since I betrothed you to one husband, to present you as 

a pure virgin to Christ. 

But I am afraid that as the serpent deceived Eve by his cunning, your thoughts will be led astray from a 

sincere and pure devotion to Christ. 

For if someone comes and proclaims another Jesus than the one we proclaimed, or if you 

receive a different spirit from the one you received, or if you accept a different gospel from 

the one you accepted, you put up with it readily enough. 

Indeed, I consider that I am not in the least inferior to these super-apostles. 

Even if I am unskilled in speaking, I am not so in knowledge; indeed, in every way we 

have made this plain to you in all things. 

Or did I commit a sin in humbling myself so that you might be exalted, because I preached God's 

gospel to you free of charge? 

I robbed other churches by accepting support from them in order to serve you. 

And when I was with you and was in need, I did not burden anyone, for the brothers who came from 

Macedonia supplied my need.  

So I refrained and will refrain from burdening you in any way. 

As the truth of Christ is in me, this boasting of mine will not be silenced in the regions of Achaia. 

And why? Because I do not love you? God knows I do! 

         

Sermon: Vashti Deposed Esther 1    

 

Lord’s Supper 

Bread: Hark the Voice of Love and Mercy       #259 

Cup: Before the Throne   

 

Before the throne of God above, I have a strong and perfect plea 

A great High Priest whose name is Love, Who ever lives and pleads for me 

My name is graven on his hands, My name is written on His heart. 

I know that while in heav’n He stands, no tongue can bid me thence depart 

No tongue can bid me thence depart 

 

When Satan tempts me to despair, and tells me of the guilt within, 

Upward I look and see him there, Who made an end to all my sin. 

Because the sinless Savior died, my sinful soul is counted free. 

For God the Just is satisfied, to look on Him and pardon me, 

To look on Him and pardon me. 

 

Behold Him there the Risen Lamb, my perfect spotless righteousness, 

The great unchangeable I AM, the King of Glory and of Grace. 

One with himself I cannot die.  My soul is purchased by His blood, 

My life is hid with Christ on high, with Christ my Savior and my God, 



With Christ my Savior and my God. 

 

 

Offering:  

Doxology: 

 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise him all creatures here below. 

Praise him above ye heavenly host. 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

Prayer 

 

Closing Song:  May the Grace of Christ Our Savior 

 

May the grace of Christ our Savior  

And the Father’s boundless love, 

With the Holy Spirit’s favor, 

Rest upon us from above. 

 

Thus may we abide in union 

With each other and the Lord, 

And possess, in sweet communion, 

Joys, which earth cannot afford. 

   

Benediction  
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