April 16, 2023
Welcome
Silent Meditation

Call to Worship: Ps 100:4-5
Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give thanks to him and praise his name.
For the LORD is good and his love endures forever; his faithfulness continues through all generations.

Hymn: The Law of God Is Good and Wise (Tune Canonbury #109) #150
Invocation

The Law of Christ: 1Peter 3:8-11

Pastor: The Apostle Peter summarized the moral law of God by saying,

Congregation: Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be sympathetic, love as
brothers, be compassionate and humble. Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult, but
with blessing, because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing. For, '""Whoever
would love life and see good days must keep his tongue from evil and his lips from deceitful
speech. He must turn from evil and do good; he must seek peace and pursue it.

Pastor: Beloved we have not done this as we ought; therefore, let us confess our sin:

Corporate Confession of sin:

Lord you are the only Righteous God; you are the one who determines truth, justice, right and
good. You have called us to be your disciples, to think your thoughts after you and to reflect your
image in the world. But at times we are more like salt that has lost its taste, we can be like broken
buckets that hold no water, our reflection of your image is fractured at best.

Holy Father, we confess and bewail our sins, great and small, inward and outward, omission and
commission; we are helpless apart from your grace.

We acknowledge that there is abundant grace for us in the work and merits of our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ. Thank you for uniting us to him by your Spirit. Renew our wills and our
affections that we would love you and the things that you love; thereby being an influence for
good, righteousness and justice in the world. All this we ask in the name of and for the sake of
Jesus your Son and our Savior and King. Amen.

Personal (silent)

Assurance of Pardon: 1 Jn 1:8-9
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he
is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.
Congregation: We give praise to God for although he was angry with us his anger has
been turned away and by faith in Christ our sins are forgiven.
Pastor: How far has he separated your sins from you?
Congregation: As far as the East is from the West, and he has replaced them with the
righteousness of Christ
All: Praise and glory be to God our Father and to his Son Jesus our only Savior!

Response:
Minister: It is good to praise the LORD and make music to your name, O Most High, to proclaim your
love in the morning and your faithfulness at night. ( Ps 92:1)



Congregation: For you make me glad by your deeds, O LORD; I sing for joy at the works
of your hands. How great are your works, O LORD, how profound your thoughts! (Ps
92:4-5)

Pastor: Titus 2:13-14

The Savior Jesus Christ gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself

a people for his own possession who are zealous for good works.
Congregation: Lord Jesus Christ, thank you for coming into this world to redeem us from
sin and lawlessness; purify us more and more and increase our zeal to walk in Your law
and do good works by the power of your Holy Spirit and faith in You. Amen.

Hymn: Be Still My Soul #689

Confession of Faith: Heidelberg 60-61

60. Q. How are you righteous before God?

A. Only by true faith in Jesus Christ. Although my conscience accuses me that I have grievously
sinned against all God's commandments, have never kept any of them, and am still inclined to all
evil, yet God, without any merit of my own, out of mere grace, imputes to me the perfect
satisfaction, righteousness, and holiness of Christ. He grants these to me as if I had never had nor
committed any sin, and as if I myself had accomplished all the obedience which Christ has
rendered for me, if only I accept this gift with a believing heart.

61. Q. Why do you say that you are righteous only by faith?

A. Not that I am acceptable to God on account of the worthiness of my faith, for only the
satisfaction, righteousness, and holiness of Christ is my righteousness before God. I can receive
this righteousness and make it my own by faith only.

Song: 1 Will Glory in My Redeemer

[ will glory in my Redeemer

Whose priceless blood has ransomed me
Mine was the sin that drove the bitter nails
And hung Him on that judgment tree

[ will glory in my Redeemer

Who crushed the power of sin and death
My only Savior before the Holy Judge
The Lamb Who is my righteousness

The Lamb Who is my righteousness

[ will glory in my Redeemer

My life He bought, my love He owns

I have no longings for another

I’m satisfied in Him alone

[ will glory in my Redeemer

His faithfulness my standing place
Though foes are mighty and rush upon me
My feet are firm, held by His grace

My feet are firm, held by His grace



I will glory in my Redeemer

Who carries me on eagle’s wings

He crowns my life with lovingkindness
His triumph song I’1l ever sing

I will glory in my Redeemer

Who waits for me at gates of gold

And when He calls me it will be paradise
His face forever to behold

His face forever to behold

Reception of new member
Gospel: Luke 8:1-21
Psalter: Ps 19:7-11 The Law of the Lord Is Perfect #152

Epistle: 2 Cor 5:11-21
Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade others.
But what we are is known to God, and I hope it is known also to your conscience.
We are not commending ourselves to you again but giving you cause to boast about us, so that you may
be able to answer those who boast about outward appearance and not about what is in the heart.
For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you.
For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has died for all, therefore
all have died; and he died for all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for him
who for their sake died and was raised.
From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh.
Even though we once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer.
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.
The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.
All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry
of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting
their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.
Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on
behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.
For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God.

Sermon: One Law Giver James 4:11-12

Lord’s Supper
Bread: No Not Despairingly Come I to Thee #495

Cup: How Deep the Father's Love for Us

How deep the Father's love for us
How vast beyond all measure,
That He should give His only Son
To make a wretch His treasure.
How great the pain of searing loss,



The Father turns His face away,
As wounds which mar the Chosen One
Bring many sons to Glory.

Behold the man upon the cross,

My sin upon His shoulders;
Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice
Call out among the scoffers.

It was my sin that held Him there
Until it was accomplished,

His dying breath has brought me life
I know that it is finished.

I will not boast in anything,

No gifts, no power, no wisdom;

But I will boast in Jesus Christ,

His death and resurrection.

Why should I gain from His reward?
I cannot give an answer.

But this [ know with all my heart,
His wounds have paid my ransom.

Offering:
Doxology:

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise him all creatures here below.
Praise him above ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Prayer
Closing Song: May the Grace of Christ Our Savior

May the grace of Christ our Savior
And the Father’s boundless love,
With the Holy Spirit’s favor,

Rest upon us from above.

Thus may we abide in union

With each other and the Lord,

And possess, in sweet communion,
Joys, which earth cannot afford.

Benediction
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