
March 26, 2023 

Welcome 

Silent Meditation 

 

Call to Worship: Psalm 9:1-2 

I will praise you, O LORD, with all my heart; I will tell of all your wonders.  I will be glad and rejoice 

in you; I will sing praise to your name, O Most High. 

  

Hymn: Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise       #38 

Invocation 

 

The Law of Christ:       Gal 5:13-15 

Pastor: The Apostle Paul summarized the moral law of God by saying,  

 

Congregation:  You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the 

sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love. The entire law is summed up in a single command: "Love 

your neighbor as yourself."  If you keep on biting and devouring each other, watch out or you will be 

destroyed by each other. So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature.     

 

Pastor: Beloved we have not done this as we ought; therefore, let us confess our sin: 

 

Corporate Confession of sin:      From the 1585 Reformed Liturgy of the Palatinate. 
I, a poor sinner, acknowledge before you, my God and Creator, that I have terribly and in many 

ways sinned against you, not only outwardly, but much more with inward blindness, unbelief, 

doubts, despondency, impatience, pride, covetousness, envy, hatred, malice, and other sinful 

affections, as you, my Lord and God, know well, and I cannot deeply enough deplore. But I 

repent of these things, and am sorry for them, and heartily ask you for mercy, for the sake of 

your beloved Son Jesus Christ. Amen.  , 

 

Personal (silent) 

 

Assurance of Pardon: Ps 32:1-2 

Blessed is he whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.   Blessed is the man whose sin 

the LORD does not count against him and in whose spirit is no deceit. 

Congregation:  We give praise to God for although he was angry with us his anger has 

been turned away and by faith in Christ our sins are forgiven. 

Pastor:  How far has he separated your sins from you? 

Congregation: As far as the East is from the West, and he has replaced them with the 

righteousness of Christ 

All:  Praise and glory be to God our Father and to his Son Jesus our only Savior! 

 

Response:    

Minister: It is good to praise the LORD and make music to your name, O Most High, to proclaim your 

love in the morning and your faithfulness at night. ( Ps 92:1 ) 

Congregation: For you make me glad by your deeds, O LORD; I sing for joy at the works 

of your hands.  How great are your works, O LORD, how profound your thoughts! (Ps 

92:4-5) 

Pastor: 1 John 2:1, 29; 5:12   



If anyone sins, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. If you know that He is 

righteous, you may be sure that everyone who practices righteousness has been born of Him. The one 

who has the Son has life. 

Congregation: Lord Jesus Christ, you are our life, and in You we live. Thank you for 

causing us to be born again by your Holy Spirit so that we might live in Your love. Help us 

see and overcome the destruction we work to our bodies, our minds, and our hearts; 

strengthen us to pursue the good and thankful use of this world, rather than to abuse it; 

and animate us to pursue earnestly Your upbuilding and life-giving love and peace for 

those around us.  
 

Hymn: Christian Dost Thou See Them       #574 

 

Confession of Faith: Westminster Larger Catechism Q 104 

Q. 104. What are the duties required in the first commandment? 

A. The duties required in the first commandment are, the knowing and acknowledging of God to 

be the only true God, and our God; and to worship and glorify him accordingly, by thinking, 

meditating, remembering, highly esteeming, honoring, adoring, choosing, loving, desiring, 

fearing of him; believing him; trusting, hoping, delighting, rejoicing in him; being zealous for 

him; calling upon him; giving all praise and thanks, and yielding all obedience and submission to 

him with the whole man; being careful in all things to please him, and sorrowful when in 

anything he is offended; and walking humbly with him.          

 

Song: Church Arise  

 

O Church, arise and put your armor on 

Hear the call of Christ our captain; 

For now the weak can say that they are strong 

In the strength that God has given. 

With shield of faith and belt of truth 

We'll stand against the devil's lies; 

An army bold whose battle cry is "Love!" 

Reaching out to those in darkness. 

 

Our call to war, to love the captive soul, 

But to rage against the captor; 

And with the sword that makes the wounded whole 

We will fight with faith and valor. 

When faced with trials on ev'ry side, 

We know the outcome is secure, 

And Christ will have the prize for which He died— 

An inheritance of nations. 

 

Come, see the cross where love and mercy meet, 

As the Son of God is stricken; 

Then see His foes lie crushed beneath His feet, 

For the Conqueror has risen! 

And as the stone is rolled away, 

And Christ emerges from the grave, 

This vict'ry march continues till the day 



Ev'ry eye and heart shall see Him.  

 

So Spirit, come, put strength in ev'ry stride, 

Give grace for ev'ry hurdle, 

That we may run with faith to win the prize 

Of a servant good and faithful. 

As saints of old still line the way, 

Retelling triumphs of His grace, 

We hear their calls and hunger for the day 

When, with Christ, we stand in glory. 

 

Pastoral Prayer 

 

Gospel:   Luke 7:1-27         

 

Psalter:  Ps 8:1-6, 9 Lord, Our Lord, Thy Glorious Name     #114 

  (Tune St George’s Windsor, #420) 

 

Epistle: 2 Cor 4:7-18 

But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power belongs to God and not to 

us. 

We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; 

persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; 

always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our 

bodies. 

For we who live are always being given over to death for Jesus' sake, so that the life of 

Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh. 

So death is at work in us, but life in you. 

Since we have the same spirit of faith according to what has been written, "I believed, and 

so I spoke," we also believe, and so we also speak, 

knowing that he who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and bring us with you into his 

presence. 

For it is all for your sake, so that as grace extends to more and more people it may 

increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God. 

So we do not lose heart.  

Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day by day. 

For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all 

comparison, as we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen.  

For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal. 
 

Sermon:   Resist the Devil  James 4:7-10 

 

Lord’s Supper 

Bread: Have Thine Own Way  Lord        #688 

Cup: Jesus Is King    

 

Jesus is King, let all the earth be glad. 

He sits enthroned, He is exalted on high. 

Behold your God; behold your God! 



He is surrounded with glory. 

He is surrounded with glory. 

 

Jesus is King, let all the earth rejoice. 

He moves in power, He reigns in majesty. 

Behold your God; behold your God! 

He is surrounded with glory. 

He is surrounded with glory. 

 

As we draw near, we see His glory shine. 

We see the pain, yet we see triumph in His eyes. 

Behold your God; behold your God! 

We are surrounded with glory. 

We are surrounded with glory. 

 

 

Offering:  

Doxology: 

 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise him all creatures here below. 

Praise him above ye heavenly host. 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

Prayer 

 

Closing Song:  May the Grace of Christ Our Savior 

 

May the grace of Christ our Savior  

And the Father’s boundless love, 

With the Holy Spirit’s favor, 

Rest upon us from above. 

 

Thus may we abide in union 

With each other and the Lord, 

And possess, in sweet communion, 

Joys, which earth cannot afford. 

   

Benediction  
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