
November 20, 2022 

Welcome 

Silent Meditation 

 

Call to Worship: Psalm 106:1-2  

Praise the LORD. Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love endures forever.  Who can 

proclaim the mighty acts of the LORD or fully declare his praise? 

  

Hymn: When Morning Gilds the Skies       #167 

Invocation 

 

The Law of Christ:             Phil 2:2-8 

Pastor:   The Apostle Paul summarized the moral law of God by saying,  

Congregation:  [M]ake my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in 

spirit and purpose.  Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider 

others better than yourselves.  Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to 

the interests of others. Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: Who, being in 

very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself 

nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.  And being found in 

appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death-- even death on a cross!   

 

Pastor: Beloved we have not done this as we ought; therefore, let us confess our sin: 

 

Corporate Confession of sin:  

Lord we are sinners.  We have obeyed the craving call of our hearts rather than the law of Christ.  

We have served ourselves rather than love our neighbors.  We have honored ourselves rather than 

seek your glory above all else. We have allowed old habits and foolish imaginations to captivate our 

thinking and control our behavior. 

We confess that Christ has died for guilty sinners and we claim his death for ourselves. 

Renew our minds that we may grow in our faith and obedience.  Help us to be kind, 

tenderhearted and forgiving, so that Christ would be honored in our lives – and we ask these 

things in his strong and blessed name.  Amen 

 

Personal (silent) 

 

Assurance of Pardon: Col 1:13-14 

For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he 

loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

Congregation:  We give praise to God for although he was angry with us his anger has 

been turned away and by faith in Christ our sins are forgiven. 

Pastor:  How far has he separated your sins from you? 

Congregation: As far as the East is from the West, and he has replaced them with the 

righteousness of Christ 

All:  Praise and glory be to God our Father and to his Son Jesus our only Savior! 

 

Response:    

Minister: It is good to praise the LORD and make music to your name, O Most High, to proclaim your 

love in the morning and your faithfulness at night. ( Ps 92:1 ) 



Congregation: For you make me glad by your deeds, O LORD; I sing for joy at the works 

of your hands.  How great are your works, O LORD, how profound your thoughts! (Ps 

92:4-5) 

Hymn: All for Jesus          #565 

 

Confession of Faith:   Belgic Confession:  Article 20: The Justice and Mercy of God in Christ 

 

We believe that God-- who is perfectly merciful and also very just-- sent his Son to assume the 

nature in which the disobedience had been committed, in order to bear in it the punishment of sin 

by his most bitter passion and death.  

So God made known his justice toward his Son, who was charged with our sin, and he poured out 

his goodness and mercy on us, who are guilty and worthy of damnation, giving to us his Son to 

die, by a most perfect love, and raising him to life for our justification, in order that by him we 

might have immortality and eternal life. 

        

Song: He Will Hold Me Fast   

 

When I fear my faith will fail, Christ will hold me fast; 

When the tempter would prevail, He will hold me fast. 

I could never keep my hold through life's fearful path; 

For my love is often cold; He must hold me fast. 

   He will hold me fast, He will hold me fast; 

   For my Savior loves me so, He will hold me fast. 

 

Those He saves are His delight, Christ will hold me fast; 

Precious in his holy sight, He will hold me fast. 

He'll not let my soul be lost; His promises shall last; 

Bought by Him at such a cost, He will hold me fast. 

   He will hold me fast, He will hold me fast; 

   For my Savior loves me so, He will hold me fast. 

 

For my life He bled and died, Christ will hold me fast; 

Justice has been satisfied; He will hold me fast. 

Raised with Him to endless life, He will hold me fast 

'Till our faith is turned to sight, When He comes at last! 

   He will hold me fast, He will hold me fast; 

   For my Savior loves me so, He will hold me fast. 

 

 

Pastoral Prayer 

 

Gospel: Mark 12:1-27         

 

Psalter:  Ps 1 That Man Is Blest Who Fearing God (Tune Arlington #154)   #558 

 

Epistle: 1 Cor 12:1-13 

Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be uninformed. 



You know that when you were pagans you were led astray to mute idols, however you were 

led. 

Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking in the Spirit of God ever says "Jesus is 

accursed!" and no one can say "Jesus is Lord" except in the Holy Spirit. 

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 

and there are varieties of service, but the same Lord; 

and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers them all in 

everyone. 

To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 

For to one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the 

utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 

to another faith by the same Spirit,  

to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 

to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy,  

to another the ability to distinguish between spirits,  

to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 

All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one 

individually as he wills. 

For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are 

one body, so it is with Christ. 

For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body--Jews or Greeks, slaves or free--and 

all were made to drink of one Spirit. 

 

Sermon:   Do What It Says  James 1: 22-25 

 

Lord’s Supper 

Bread: Man of Sorrows! What a Name      #246 

Cup: Amazing Love  

 

My Lord, what love is this, that pays so dearly 

That I, the guilty one may go free? 

  

Chorus:           Amazing love, O what sacrifice! 

                        The Son of God, giv’n for me. 

                        My debt He pays, and my death He dies 

                        That I might live, that I might live. 

  

And so, they watched him die, despised, rejected. 

But O, the blood He shed flowed for me. 

 

Chorus 

 

And now, this love of Christ shall flow like rivers. 

Come wash your guilt away…live again! 

 

Chorus 

 

Offering:  

Doxology: 



 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise him all creatures here below. 

Praise him above ye heavenly host. 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

Prayer 

 

Closing Song:  May the Grace of Christ Our Savior 

 

May the grace of Christ our Savior  

And the Father’s boundless love, 

With the Holy Spirit’s favor, 

Rest upon us from above. 

 

Thus may we abide in union 

With each other and the Lord, 

And possess, in sweet communion, 

Joys, which earth cannot afford. 

   

Benediction  
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