
First Sunday in Advent 

November 29, 2020 

Welcome 

Silent Meditation 

 

Call to Worship: Psalm 106:1-2  

Praise the LORD. Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love endures forever.  

Who can proclaim the mighty acts of the LORD or fully declare his praise? 

 

Hymn: Come Thou Long Expected Jesus     #196 

Invocation 

 

The Law of Christ:          Eph 4:21-24 

Leader:  The Apostle Paul summarized the moral law of God when he said: 

Congregation: Surely you heard of him and were taught in him in accordance with 

the truth that is in Jesus. You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to 

put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; to be made 

new in the attitude of your minds; and to put on the new self, created to be like God 

in true righteousness and holiness. 

 

Leader: Beloved we have not done this as we ought; therefore let us corporately confess 

our sin: 

 

Corporate Confession of sin:   

Lord you have declared your judgment and your hatred of sin.  And you have 

punished sin in your own Son on the Cross.  Our sins were punished there.  We are 

the recipients of a glorious redemption in Christ, but yet we sin.  We do things that 

the world does.  We do things that deserve judgment.  We confess that we are still 

sinners even though purchased in the blood of Christ.  We have even given our 

approval to the sin of others.  We are guilty.  

We pray that you will always regard us as righteous in Christ and that your justice 

will be satisfied in him.  We ask for a powerful influence of your Spirit that would 

renew us and conform us to the image of your Son who died for us in whose name 

we pray, Amen   

 

Personal (silent) 

 

Assurance of Pardon: 1 Tim 1:15 

This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptance: that Christ Jesus came into the 

world to save sinners.    

Congregation:  We give praise to God for although he was angry with us his 

anger has been turned away and by faith in Christ our sins are forgiven. 

Pastor:  How far has he separated your sins from you? 

Congregation: As far as the East is from the West, and he has replaced them 

with the righteousness of Christ 

All:  Praise and glory be to God our Father and to his Son Jesus our only Savior! 



Response:    

Minister: It is good to praise the LORD and make music to your name, O Most High, to 

proclaim your love in the morning and your faithfulness at night. ( Ps 92:1 ) 

Congregation: For you make me glad by your deeds, O LORD; I sing for joy 

at the works of your hands.  How great are your works, O LORD, how 

profound your thoughts! (Ps 92:4-5) 

 

Hymn: Come Holy Spirit, Heavenly Dove     #332 

 

Confession of Faith: Apostles Creed      p845 

 

Song: His Name is Wonderful   

  

His name is Wonderful, His name is Wonderful,  

His name is Wonderful, Jesus my Lord; 

He is the mighty King, Master of everything, 

His name is Wonderful, Jesus, my Lord. 

 

He’s the great Shepherd, the Rock of all ages, 

Almighty God is He; 

Bow down before Him, love and adore Him, 

His name is Wonderful, Jesus my Lord. 

 

Children’s song:  

Keep me true, Lord Jesus, Keep me true 

Keep me true, Lord Jesus, Keep me true 

There’s a race that must be run 

There’s a vic’try to be won 

Every hour, by thy power, keep me true! 

 

Pastoral Prayer 

 

OT Reading: Ezk 37:1-14 

 

Psalter: Ps 67 O God to Us Show Mercy      #437 

 

NT Responsive Reading: 

For who knows a person's thoughts except the spirit of that person, which is in him?  

So also no one comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. 

Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we 

might understand the things freely given us by God. 

And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the 

Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who are spiritual. 

The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to 

him, and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned. 

The spiritual person judges all things, but is himself to be judged by no one. 



"For who has understood the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?"  

But we have the mind of Christ.  

 

Sermon: Spirit-Filled Death and Life   2 Cor 4 

  Dr Matt Seufert 

 

Lord’s Supper 

Bread: Stricken Smitten and Afflicted     #257 

Cup: I Will Boast in the Cross   

 

God did not call us because we were wise 

Or gifted with riches and might 

His chosen ones are the weak in this world 

Who hope in His all saving name, 

That He might receive all the praise. 

 

Chorus 

So I will boast in the cross of Christ 

And I will glory in Jesus and His sacrifice. 

I will boast in the cross of Christ. 

It is the power; it is the wisdom of God 

And my great ransom, the cross of Christ. 

 

Great is the mystery of God’s sovereign ways 

That flow from the depths of His grace. 

That He would give up His one precious Son 

To bear all the cost of my sin, 

Is a wonder I can’t comprehend. 

(Chorus) 

 

 

Offering:  

Doxology: 

 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise him all creatures here below. 

Praise him above ye heavenly host. 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

Prayer 

 

Closing Song:  May the Grace of Christ Our Savior 

 

May the grace of Christ our Savior  

And the Father’s boundless love, 

With the Holy Spirit’s favor, 



Rest upon us from above. 

 

Thus may we abide in union 

With each other and the Lord, 

And possess, in sweet communion, 

Joys, which earth cannot afford. 

   

Benediction  
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