UNITY AS MARK OF MATURITY

l. Maturation = the process of Christ being formed in the individual believer.

. Connection of maturation and unification:

A.

In Ephesians

1]....And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to
the church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all. ..

2] Therefore remember that formerly you, the Gentiles in the flesh, who are called
“Uncircumcision” by the so-called “Circumcision,” which is performed in the flesh by human
hands— remember that you were at that time separate from Christ, excluded from the
commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and
without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been
brought near by the blood of Christ. For He Himself is our peace, who made both groups into

one and broke down the barrier of the dividing wall, by abolishing in His flesh the enmity,
which is the Law of commandments contained in ordinances, so that in Himself He might make
the two into one new man, thus establishing peace, and might reconcile them both in one body
to God through the cross, by it having put to death the enmity. AND HE CAME AND
PREACHED PEACE TO YOU WHO WERE FAR AWAY, AND PEACE TO THOSE WHO
WERE NEAR; for through Him we both have our access in one Spirit to the Father. So then

you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of
God’s household, having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus
Himself being the corner stone, in whom the whole building, being fitted together, is growing

into a holy temple in the Lord, in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of
God in the Spirit....[the mystery is] that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow members of

the body, and fellow partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.... For this
reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth
derives its name, that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be
strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner man, so that Christ may dwell in your
hearts through faith; and that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to
comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to
know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up to all the fullness
of God....

3] Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling

with which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing
tolerance for one another in love, being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond

of peace. There is one body and one Spirit, just as also you were called in one hope of your

calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all who is over all and
through all and in all. But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of
Christ’s gift. Therefore it says, “WHEN HE ASCENDED ON HIGH, HE LED CAPTIVE A
HOST OF CAPTIVES, AND HE GAVE GIFTS TO MEN.” (Now this expression, “He

ascended,” what does it mean except that He also had descended into the lower parts of the

earth? He who descended is Himself also He who ascended far above all the heavens, so that He
might fill all things.) And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as
evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of
service, to the building up of the body of Christ; until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and
of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which

belongs to the fullness of Christ. As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and

there by waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by



craftiness in deceitful scheming; but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects
into Him who is the head, even Christ, from whom the whole body, being fitted and held
together by what every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part,

causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love.

B. In Colossians) “Do not lie to one another, since you laid aside the old self with its evil practices,
and have put on the new self who is being renewed to a true knowledge according to the image
of the One who created him— a renewal in which there is no distinction between Greek and Jew,
circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and freeman, but Christ is all, and in

all. So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion,
kindness, humility, gentleness and patience; bearing with one another, and forgiving each
other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you.
Beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity. Let the peace of Christ

rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body”
[1. Necessity of unification:
A. Commands to be unified:
1. Philippians:

2:1-2) Therefore if there is any encouragement in Christ, if there is any consolation of
love, if there is any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and compassion, 2 make my

joy complete by being of the same mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit,
intent on one purpose.”

4:1-2) Therefore, my beloved brethren whom I long to see, my joy and crown, in this
way stand firm in the Lord, my beloved. 2 I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to live in
harmony in the Lord. 3 Indeed, true companion, I ask you also to help these women who

have shared my struggle in the cause of the gospel, together with Clement also and the rest
of my fellow workers, whose names are in the book of life.

2. 1 Corinthians
1:9-13) 9 God is faithful, through whom you were called into fellowship with His Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord. 10 Now I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that you all agree and that there be no divisions [schismata] among you, but that
you be made complete in the same mind [katartizo] and in the same judgment. 11 For I

have been informed concerning you, my brethren, by Chloe’s people, that there are
quarrels among you. 12 Now [ mean this, that each one of you is saying, “l am of Paul,”
and “T of Apollos,” and “I of Cephas,” and “I of Christ.” 13 Has Christ been divided? Paul
was not crucified for you, was he? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul?

10:15-17) 15 I speak as to wise men; you judge what I say. 16 Is not the cup of blessing
which we bless a sharing in the blood of Christ? Is not the bread which we break a sharing
in the body of Christ? 17 Since there is one bread, we who are many are one body; for we
all partake of the one bread.
11:17-31) 17 But in giving this instruction, I do not praise you, because you come
together not for the better but for the worse. 18 For, in the first place, when you come
together as a church, I hear that divisions exist among you; and in part [ believe it. 19 For
there must also be factions among you, so that those who are approved may become
evident among you. 20 Therefore when you meet together, it is not to eat the Lord’s
Supper, 21 for in your eating each one takes his own supper first; and one is hungry and
another is drunk. 22 What! Do you not have houses in which to eat and drink? Or do you



despise the church of God and shame those who have nothing?...23 For I received from
the Lord that which I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus in the night in which He
was betrayed took bread; 24 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, “This is
My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” 25 In the same way He took
the cup also after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, as
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 26 For as often as you eat this bread and
drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 27 Therefore whoever eats
the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner, shall be guilty of the body
and the blood of the Lord. 28 But a man must examine himself, and in so doing he is to eat
of the bread and drink of the cup. 29 For he who eats and drinks, eats and drinks judgment
to himself if he does not judge the body rightly. 30 For this reason many among you are
weak and sick, and a number sleep. 31 But if we judged ourselves rightly, we would not
be judged.

12) 1 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware. 2 You
know that when you were pagans, you were led astray to the mute idols, however you were
led. 3 Therefore I make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God says,
“Jesus is accursed”; and no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit. 4 Now
there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 And there are varieties of ministries, and
the same Lord. 6 There are varieties of effects, but the same God who works all things in
all. 7 But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8 For
to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the word of
knowledge according to the same Spirit; 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, and to
another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 and to another the effecting of miracles, and
to another prophecy, and to another the distinguishing of spirits, to another various kinds
of tongues, and to another the interpretation of tongues. 11 But one and the same Spirit

works all these things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills. 12 For even as
the body is one and yet has many members, and all the members of the body, though they
are many, are one body, so also is Christ. 13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized into

one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink
of one Spirit. 14 For the body is not one member, but many. 15 If the foot says, “Because 1
am not a hand, I am not a part of the body,” it is not for this reason any the less a part of
the body. 16 And if the ear says, “Because I am not an eye, [ am not a part of the body,” it
is not for this reason any the less a part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye,
where would the hearing be? If the whole were hearing, where would the sense of smell
be? 18 But now God has placed the members, each one of them, in the body, just as He
desired. 19 If they were all one member, where would the body be? 20 But now there are
many members, but one body. 21 And the eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of
you”; or again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 22 On the contrary, it is much
truer that the members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary; 23 and those
members of the body which we deem less honorable, on these we bestow more abundant
honor, and our less presentable members become much more presentable, 24 whereas
our more presentable members have no need of it. But God has so composed the body,
giving more abundant honor to that member which lacked, 25 so that there may be no

division in the body, but thar the members may have the same care for one another.

26 And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; if one member is honored,

all the members rejoice with it. 27 Now you [collectively] are Christ’s body, and
individually members of'it. 28 And God has appointed in the church, first apostles, second
prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations,
various kinds of tongues. 29 All are not apostles, are they? All are not prophets, are they?
All are not teachers, are they? All are not workers of miracles, are they? 30 All do not have



gifts of healings, do they? All do not speak with tongues, do they? All do not interpret, do
they? 31 But earnestly desire the greater gifts. And I show you a still more excellent way.”

As a necessary means to manifesting Christ in the world (John 17) 11 “I am no longer in the
world; and yet they themselves are in the world, and I come to You. Holy Father, keep them in
Your name, the name which You have given Me, that they may be one even as We

are....17 “Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth. 18 “As You sent Me into the world, I
also have sent them into the world. 19 “For their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they themselves
also may be sanctified in truth. 20 “I do not ask on behalf of these alone, but for those also who
believe in Me through their word; 21 that they may all be one; even as You, Father, are in Me
and I'in You, that they also may be in Us, so that the world may believe that You sent Me.

22 “The glory which You have given Me I have given to them, that they may be one, just as We

are one; 23 I'in them and You in Me, that they may be perfected in unity, so that the world may
know that You sent Me, and loved them, even as You have loved Me.

And for glorifying God

1. Ephesians): And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over
all things to the church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all...God,
being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we
were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have
been saved), and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in
Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace

in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus ... To me, the very least of all saints, this grace was

given, to preach to the Gentiles the unfathomable riches of Christ, and to bring to light
what is the administration of the mystery which for ages has been hidden in God who
created all things; so that the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known

through the church to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenly places.... For this

reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on
earth derives its name, that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to
be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner man, so that Christ may
dwell in your hearts through faith; and that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may
be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and
depth, and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled
up to all the fullness of God. Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly beyond
all that we ask or think, according to the power that works within us, to Him be the
glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations

2. Romans 12:16-17;15:5,6): 16 Be of the same mind toward one another; do not be
haughty in mind, but associate with the lowly. Do not be wise in your own estimation.

17 Never pay back evil for evil to anyone. 5 Now may the God who gives perseverance
and encouragement grant you to be of the same mind with one another according to
Christ Jesus, 6 so that with one accord you may with one voice glorify the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7 Therefore, accept one another, just as Christ also
accepted us to the glory of God.



